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Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-4 (cancelled) 

5. (currently amended) The method of [[4]] 17 wherein at least ono the cropped 
image version is created at step (ti) such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image 
area is positioned substantially in the center of the cropped image version. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim [[4]] 17 wherein at l e ast on e the 
cropped image version is created at step (b) such that, to the extent possible, the 
minimum image area is positioned in a location in the cropped image version that is 
substantially proportional to the position of the minimum image area in the selected 
image. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim [[4]] 17 wherein the step o £ e*cafeg 
(b) includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim S 19 wherein at - 4caflt - ono toe cropped 
image version is created at step Ooi) such that any content that is cropped from the selected 
image during a cropping operation is cropped substantially equally from opposite edges 
of the ideal image area, whereby the cropped image version is created substantially from 
the center of the ideal image area 

1 0. (currently amended) The method of claim S 19 wherein &e step of creating £b) 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 

11. (cancelled) 
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12. (currently amended) The method of claim 4-t 22 wherein at least one cropped 
image version is created such that, to the extent possible, the xniaimum second image area 
is positioned in a location in the cropped image version that is substantially proportional 
to the position of the minimum second image area in the ideal first image area. 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 44 22 wherein at least one cropped 
image version is created at step (b) such that any content that is cropped from the selected 
image during a cropping operation is cropped substantially equally from opposite edges 
of the ideal first image area, whereby the cropped image version is created substantially 
from the center of the ideal first image area 

15 . (currently amended) The method of claim 44 22 wherein the stcp - of - eFoatfeg 
includes step (b) and (6) include resizing the selected image prior to performing a 
cropping operation. 

16. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of claim 44 19. 

17. (previously presented) An automated cropping method for an electronic image 
having a defined minimum image area, the minimum image area having been previously 
selected by an image preparer based on at least the image preparer's visual review of the 
image, the method comprising! 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if a cropped version of the image can be created that meets the conditions 
of (i) filling the image container, (ii) containing at least the minimum image area, and 
(iii) having at least a predetermined minimum image resolution, creating the cropped 
version of the image for the image container, and 

(c) if a cropped image version cannot be crealed at step (b), identifying the 
image as being incompatible with the image container. 
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1 8. (previously presented) The method of claim 17 wherein the cropped version is 
created at step (b) such that the cropped version includes as much of the image as 
possible. 

1 9. (previously presented) An automated cropping method for an image having a 
defined ideal image area, the ideal image area having been previously selected by an 
image preparer based on at least the image preparer's visual review of the image, the 
method comprising 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if a cropped version of the image can be created such that the cropped 
version meets the conditions of (i) filling the image container, (ii) having at least a 
predetermined minimum image resolution and (iii) including only content from the ideal 
image area, creating a corresponding cropped version containing image content entirely 
from within the ideal image area, 

(c) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) and if a 
cropped version can be created such that the cropped version meets the conditions of (i) 
filling the image container and (ii) having at least a predetermined minimum image 
resolution, creating a corresponding cropped version containing at least some image 
content from outside the ideal image area, and 

(d) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) or step (c), 
identifying the image as being incompatible with the image container, 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version is created at step (b) such that the cropped version meets the further condition of 
(iv) including as much of the ideal image area as possible. 

21. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (c) such that the cropped version meets the further condition of 
(iii) including as little as possible of the image that is outside the ideal image area. 
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22. (previously presented) An automated cropping method for an image having a 
predefined first image area and a predefined second image area, the first image area being 
smaller than the image and the second image area being smaller than the first image area, 
the method comprising 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if the image can be cropped such that a cropped version can be created that 
has at least a predetermined minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image 
container, contains all of the second image area, and contains no part of the image that is 
outside of the first image area, creating a corresponding cropped version, 

(c) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) and the image can be 
cropped such that a cropped version can be created that has at least a predetermined 
minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image container and contains all of the 
second image area, creating a corresponding cropped version containing at least some 
image content from outside the first image area, 

(d) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) or (c), identifying the 
image as being incompatible with the image container. 

23. (previously presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (b) is created such that it includes as much of the first image area 
as possible. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (c) is created such that it includes as little of the image outside of 
the first image area as possible. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein the cropped version is 
created such that, to the extent possible, the second area is positioned substantially in the 
center of the cropped version, 

26. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of claim 22. 
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27. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images and associated minimum image area information stored on the 
server system, the associated information for each image including at least information 
sufficient to define the size and location of at least a minimum image area in the image, 
the minimum image area having been chosen by an image preparer based on at least the 
image preparer's visual review of the image, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having 
program code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image 
selected from the plurality of stored images such that the cropp e d imag e v e rsion is siz e d 
to fit at least ono imago container in at l e ast on e- sto? e fl - layout and containo at leant the 
minimum imago area of - tiio adopted imag e , including at least p rogram code for 

(A determinin g at least the size of an image container. 

(h) if a cropped version of the image can be created that meets the conditions 
of (i) filling the image container, (ii) containing at least the minimum image area, and 
(m) having at least a predetermined minimum image resolution, creating the cropped 
version of the image for the image container, and 

(c) if a cropped image version cannot be created at step fb>. identifying the 
image as bein g incompatible with the image container, 

28. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images and associated ideal image information stored on the server 
system, the associated information for each image including at least information 
sufficient to define the size and location of at least an ideal image area in the image, the 
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ideal image area having been chosen by an image preparer based on at least the image 
preparer's visual review of the image, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having 
program code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one linage 
selected from the plurality of stored images sueh - that tho oroppod - imag e v e rsion is siz e d 
to fit at least one image container in at least one gtored layout and-is - GF catod, to tho oxtont 
possiblorfrona tho idoal4mag e~ as 3 fl -, including at least program code for 

(a) determining at least the size of an ima ge conta iner, 

(b) if a cropped veysjjon of the image can be created such that the cropped 

version meets the conditions of (i) filling the image container, fii) having at least a 
predetermined minimum image resolution and (iii) including only content from the ideal 
image area, creating a corresponding cropped version containing image content entirely 
from within t he ideal image area. 

k) a chopped version of the image cannot fre create^ at step (b) and if a 

cro pped vers ion can be created such that the cropped version meets the conditions of (i) 
filling the image container and (ii) having at least a predetermined minimum image 
resolution, cr eating a corresponding cropped version containing at least some image 
content from outside the ideal image area, and 

(d) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) or step (c\ 
identifying the image as being incompatible with the image container . 



29. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images and associated minimum - rad r id e a Hmage information stored on 
the server system, the associated information for each image including at least 
information sufficient to define the size and location of at least a minimum first image 
area and an ideal a second image area in the image, the minimum and ideal image areas 
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having b ee n-choson - hy - an imago pf e para4>as e d r 0n - at - l e ast th e imag e prepar e r's visual 
roviow of tho imago the first image area being smaller than the image and the second 
image area being smaller than the first image area , and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having 
program code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image 
selected from the plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized 
to fit fiU at least one imago contain e r in at least ono storod layout, is creat e d to th e extent 
possible from tho idoal image aroa y and oontains at le^Mh e- xxunimum-imag e area 3 
including at least program code for 

£a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if the image can be cropped such that a cropped version can be created that 
has at least a predetermined minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image 
container* contains all of the second image area, and contains no part of the image that is 
outside of the first image area, creatine a corresponding cropped version. 

(c) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) and die image can be 
cropped such that a cropped version can be created that has at least a predetermined 
minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image container and contains all of the 
second image area, creating a corresponding cropped version containing at least some 
image content from outside the first image area. 

(d)if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) or (q\ identifying the image as 
being incompatible with the image container . 

30 -32 (cancelled) 

33. (currently amended) The method of claim [[4]] 17 further comprising producing 
one or more printed copies of the product design containing at least one cropped image 
version, 

34. (currently amended) The method of claim [[4]] 17 wherein at least some of the 
retained images have one or more keywords associated therewith and wherein the at least 
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one image selected from the plurality of retained images is selected based on at least one 
keyword associated with the image. 

35 . (currently amended) The method of claim S 12 further comprising producing 
one or more printed copies of the product design containing at least one cropped image 
version. 

36. (currently amended) The method of claim $ 19 wherein at least some of the 
retained images have one or more keywords associated therewith and wherein the at least 
one image selected from the plurality of retained images is selected based on at least one 
keyword associated with the image. 

37. (currently amended) The method of claim 44- 22 further comprising producing 
one or more printed copies of the product design containing at least one cropped image 
version. 

38. (currently amended) The method of claim 44 22 wherein at least some of the 
retained images have one or more keywords associated therewith and wherein the at least 
one image selected from the plurality of retained images is selected based on at least one 
keyword associated with the image. 

39. (new) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
perforating the steps of claim 17. 
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